
A MODEL FOR BUILDING A CONTINUUM FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER 
PREPARATION PROGRAMS; BEGINNING IN LOWER DIVISION (INCLUDING COMMUNITY 

COLLEGES) THROUGH PRELIMINARY AND PROFESSIONAL CREDENTIALS  
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LOWER DIVISION 
(INCLUDING COMMUNITY 
COLLEGES IN PARTNERSHIP 
WITH 4-YEAR IHE) 
 
CANDIDATES: WORK ON 
BREADTH COURSES AND 
PRE-REQUISITES: 
FOR CSU LINK TO: 
WWW. 
FOR UC LINK TO: 
WWW. 
FOR INDEPENDENT 
INSTITUTIONS CHECK 
SPECIFIC WEB SITES. 
• 2 EDUCATION COURSES 

TO EXPLORE THE ROLES 
OF TEACHERS AND TO 
SUPPORT A MINIMUM OF 
30 FIELD HOURS IN A 
SPECIAL ED PLACEMENT. 

• TAKE HEALTH, HISTORY, 
AND INSTITUTIONS 
COURSES. 

INTERNSHIP 
CRED. 

(TEACHER 
OF RECORD) 
 
• 3 QUARTERS  
• INTENSIVE 

SUPERVISION 
FROM IHE 

• WEEKLY 
COHORT 
MEETING 

• ADDITIONAL 
COURSEWOR
K RELATED 
TO K-12 
CLASSROOM 

• INTEGRATED 
WITH LEVEL 
II 

UPPER 
DIVISION 
 
CANDIDATES: 
• COMPLETE MAJOR 

REQUIREMENTS 
• INTEGRATE EDU 

FOUNDATION 
COURSES  THAT 
CONNECT 
SUBJECT 
MATTER TO 
PEDAGOGY. 

• A 
MAINSTREAMING 
COURSE IS 
SUGGESTED 

• ORGANIZE 
COURSEWORK 
AROUND CSET; 
STUDENTS TAKE 
SECTIONS AFTER 
PREPARATION 
COURSES. 

• DEVELOP A 
SPECIAL 
EDUCATION 
MINOR 

FINAL PRE-BA 
QUARTER 
 
CANDIDATES: 
• COMPLETE 2 

COURSES FOR 
B.A. 

• STUDENT 
TEACH 3 DAYS 
PER WEEK 

• HAVE OPTION 
FOR 
SUBSTITUTE 
TEACHING AT 
SAME SCHOOL. 
SAME DISTRICT 
COOPERATING 
TEACHER 
WHEN 
POSSIBLE. 
(SCHOOL 
BOARD AND 
STATE 
APPROVAL MAY 
BE 
NECESSARY) 

LEVEL II 
 
SUGGESTED IDEAS: 
 
• GIVE 25% NON-

IHE CREDIT 
FOR BTSA, 
SPECIAL ED 
SUPPORT 
PROVIDER AND 
USE OF 
SPECIAL ED 
CFASST 
ADAPTATION. 

• IDEA: 
INTEGRATE 
WITH 
MASTER’S 
DEGREE 
PROGRAM. 

• INTEGRATE 
INTERN 
PROGRAM 
WITH LEVEL II 

IDEAS:  
• LINK COMMUNITY COLLEGE AND 4-YEAR CAMPUS STUDENTS TO BLENDED PROGRAM BY BEGINNING A 

DEVELOPMENTAL ELECTRONIC OR PAPER PORTFOLIO.  
• OFFER SPECIAL EDUCATION CREDENTIAL INFORMATION SEMINARS ON COMMUNITY COLLEGE CAMPUSES AS WELL 

AS 4-YEAR SITES. 
• USE “ONE CHILD AT A TIME” RECRUITMENT VIDEO IN INTRODUCTORY COURSES. 
• REQUIRE 6 SEMESTER UNITS OR LESS OF EDUCATION COURSES IN LOWER DIVISION SINCE 6 UNITS IS THE 

MAXIMUM UNITS COMMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENTS CAN TRANSFER. 
• INCLUDE A PSYCHOLOGY “EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN” COURSE AND WAIVE THE UPPER DIVISION REQUIREMENT 
• DEVELOP A WAY TO TRACK THE COMMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENTS INTERESTED IN SPECIAL EDUCATION. 

OPTION 2 
CONTINUE IN 
TRADITIONAL 5TH 
YEAR STUDENT 
TEACHING 
PROGRAM TO 
COMPLETE 
CREDENTIAL. 


