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Transitioning to the Common Core
Implementing the California Common Core State Standards 

(CCSS) for students with disabilities will require changes in 
organization and attitude as well as in curriculum and instruction. 
“Ten Steps for Migrating Your Curriculum to the Common Core” 
explores key questions you’ll want to ask when making these changes, 
such as: 
•	 What methods or approaches can best address the challenges of 

stepping up to more rigorous standards?
•	 Where the standards describe new skills and content for  

students to learn (and teachers to teach), will funds be  
allocated for new curriculum and materials?

•	 What kinds of professional development will teachers need, 
especially when it comes to helping them lead students to the 
higher-order thinking and independence the Common Core 
standards demand?

•	 Who will pay for the training, and how will time be carved out 
for educators to participate in it?

For the full paper, go to http://www.achieve3000.com/resources/
white-papers. 
Professional Development

Professional development related to the CCSS should include 
both general and special education teachers. The National Education 
Association Common Core State Standards Toolkit examines six criti-
cal areas for understanding and preparing to implement the CCSS, 
including a section devoted entirely to students with disabilities: 
http://www.nea.org/assets/docs/Common-Core-State-Standards-
Toolkit.pdf. You’ll also want to explore California Department of 
Education (CDE) resources at http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/cc/.

Involving Parents 
Students succeed when their parents and family members sup-

port and assist them in their learning. The CDE Web site features 
resources to help administrators directly engage parents in appropri-
ate aspects of the new standards: http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/cc/ 
(select the “Parents and Students” tab). The Achieve the Core Web 
site provides additional resources to share with parents: http://www.
achievethecore.org/common-core-intro-for-parents.

Aligning IEPs to the CCSS 
Academic goals in the Individualized Education Program (IEP) 

will need to align to the CCSS; and behavioral, communicative, 
functional, social/emotional, and transition goals should support 

academic goals. To meet the needs of all learners and to address the 
rigor and challenges of the CCSS, IEP teams should thoughtfully 
consider the tasks required by each standard and provide adapta-
tions and support for each student. For information on aligning 
the IEP to the CCSS, see http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/cc/.

Aligning Systems and Processes 
A multitiered system of supports (MTSS) coordinates interven-

tions, supports, and opportunities to improve access and achieve-
ment for all students. Grounded in quality general education 
instruction, MTSS is designed to help students with disabilities 
succeed in the least restrictive environment. 

While the CCSS articulates the “what” in teaching, MTSS 
provides a framework for “how” and “when” to provide it. The 
professional development modules on the Brokers of Exper-
tise Web site will guide you and your staff in developing an 
MTSS: http://www.myboe.org/portal/default/Content/Viewer/
Content?action=2&scId=509627.

Getting Ready for the New Assessment Systems
As the CCSS are introduced and taught, the majority of  

students in California, including most students with Individual-
ized Education Programs (IEPs), will take Smarter Balanced assess-
ments. These summative assessments were created to align directly 
to the new standards and will be accompanied by a Digital Library 
of Formative Tools and Practices. The library will offer numerous 
educational tools and resources, including formative assessments. 
For more about the Smarter Balanced tests, go to http://www.cde.
ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/index.asp. 

Also see http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/cc/ (select the “General 
Education” tab). For a detailed account of the accommodations 
available in the new assessments, go to http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/ai/caasppmatrix1.asp. 

In 2013–14, most students with significant cognitive disabili-
ties will take the California Alternate Performance Assessment 
(CAPA). However, California is also participating in the National 
Center and State Collaborative (NCSC) Phase I Pilot/Field Test 
in 2013–2014. The NCSC is an alternate assessment aligned with 
the CCSS and created for students with significant cognitive dis-
abilities. For more details, visit http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/cc/ 
(select the “Alternate Assessment” tab). Guidance for IEP teams 
on participation decisions for the NCSC alternate assessment is 
available at http://www.ncscpartners.org/resources. 
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