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What Educators Need to Do

Meet the Needs of All
The Common Core State Standards (CCSS)
were created to meet the needs of all students,
regardless of ability or disability. To lay the
foundation for all students to become college,
career, and/or community ready, teachers will
need to align academic goals in the Individualized Education Program (IEP) to the CCSS
and create behavioral, communicative, functional, social/emotional, and transition goals
that support the academic goals. IEP team will
continue to provide adaptations and supports
for each student, shaping them within the
context of the new standards.
Face the Challenge
Teachers of students with disabilities face
real challenges when building lesson plans. For
students to realize success at grade level, teachers still must give them as much of the general
education curriculum as possible. Collaboration
with general education teachers is essential to
helping students succeed. The good news is that
teaching to the new standards will bring more
in-depth instruction and more practical lessons
applicable to life outside of school. One way to
build a lesson plan based on the CCSS, regardless of a student’s current level of achievement,
is to look at the principles of Universal Design
for Learning (UDL) as the instructional design,
especially for a diverse range of learners. The
principles of UDL involve
• providing multiple means of representation—presenting information and content
in different ways;
• providing multiple means of action and
expression—differentiating the way
students can express what they know and
can do; and
• providing multiple means of engagement—stimulating interest and motivation
for learning.

Understand the New Assessments
Most students with disabilities will be taking
the Smarter Balanced assessments. The current Smarter Balanced field test will help test
designers refine the content and delivery of the
assessments to students, including students with
visual, auditory, linguistic, or physical needs.
These summative assessments align directly to
the new standards and will be accompanied
by a Digital Library of Formative Tools and
Practices, which will offer numerous helpful
resources, including formative assessments.
In 2013–14, most students with significant
cognitive disabilities will take the California
Alternate Performance Assessment (CAPA).
However, California is also participating in
the National Center and State Collaborative
(NCSC) Phase I Pilot/Field Test in 2013–14.
The NCSC is working to build an alternate
assessment for students with significant cognitive disabilities, based on alternate achievement
standards aligned to the CCSS. The goal of the
NCSC is to ensure that students with significant cognitive disabilities achieve
increasingly higher academic outcomes and
leave high school ready for postsecondary options. The NCSC supports teachers by providing quality resources that will help them design
instruction that is grounded in the CCSS and
deliver that instruction to students with significant cognitive disabilities.
Engage Parents
When parents and family members understand—and are committed to—the CCSS,
their child will have a better chance of succeeding in school. Be sure parents know that the
CCSS mean that their child will learn subject
matter in greater detail and depth. And engage
parents in learning about the CCSS so that they
have the opportunity to assist their children in
truly understanding what is being taught.
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Essential
Resources
Learn the Common Core
http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/tl/
whatareccss.asp
Create CCSS-based IEPs
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/cc/
http://cde.videossc.com/archives/
120213/
Understand UDL
http://www.udlcenter.org/about
udl/whatisudl/3principles
http://www.cast.org
Modify Curriculum and
Instruction
http://cde.videossc.com/archives/
120213/
Align Lesson Plans
http://cc.betterlesson.com/
Know the New Assessments
Smarter Balanced
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
wordpress/wp-content/
uploads/2013/09/Smarter
Balanced_Guidelines_
091113.pdf
NCSC
https://wiki.ncscpartners.org/
mediawiki/index.php/
Instructional_Resources
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/cc/

[select “Alternate Assessment” tab]

Learn About Accommodations
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ai/
caasppmatrix1.asp
Engage Parents
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/cc/
http://www.achievethecore.org/
common-core-intro-for-parents
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